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Follow the Whale Discovery Trail and explore the natural
beauty of our coast that provides important habitat and
food for some of the ocean’s largest residents.

Whales are warm blooded, air breathing marine mammals
that give birth to live young.

illip Island Road Newhaven VIC 3925
1300 366 422

autumn, ve,
meeting up at traditional breeding and feeding grounds

along the way. 91-97 Thompson Avenue Cowes VIC 3922

Humpbacks travel up to 10,000 kilometres return - one 1300 366 422
of the longest migratory journeys of any mammal.
Navigating using sound and landmarks such as headlands,

whales travel close to the Bass Coast, giving keen whale 16 A'Beckett Street Inverloch VIC 3996
watchers an experience they’ll never forget. 1300 762 433
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Male humpbacks use song

to communicate. The singing can last up to an hour o ad ' __4 :
with some parts being heard kilometres away. Toothe v . ,

e echolocation for hunting and navig " v e A whales tailis
7 known as a fluke. Itis

Next generation: one of the most powerful
muscles in the animal
kingdom driving the whale
through the water
using up-and-down
movements.

Southern right and humpback
whales are thought to live for over 50 years and
killer whales are believed to live up to an age

~—0f 80 years in the wild.

Southern rights cruise at an average
of three kilometres per hour, humpbacks average
eight and killer whales win the race at 13 kilometres
per hour.
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Humpback whales have lungs
the size of a small car and when they take a breath
they exchange up to 90% of their lung capacity. Say aaah Dorsal fin Blowhole
They exhale with great force. Southern rights and Whales are able Pectoral

h back bal Humpbacks have a small to breathe air through fi

i UMPRACKs use baleen dorsal fin, about two-thirds : o ns
Whaling in the late (bone-like) plates to filter down their back. Southern nostrils on the top of their
18th century took many species to near extinction. tiny krill and plankton for food. fights donor have this - heads called blowholes. fins are important for
Whales are now protected and populations are KiIIeryvhales have teeth and fin Male killer whales each Baleen whales have two swimming, steering and

slowly recovering. acuvefiy hugt Iirger flare have avery tall and bIovV\\//E(;II:z ?]gset(;(r)]tehed communication.

S unique dorsal fin.
and squid. blowhole.
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2 ° Follow the George
a SS Oa St a e I Scove r ra I Bass Coastal Walk for
spectacular coastal views. Bunurong Marine Park protects

Watch for whales from the broad rock platforms and

high cliffs overlooking underwater reefs that are home to
. . . . the wild waters and over 300 species of animals and
Follow the Whale Discovery Trail and stop-aticonic bays, headlands and _ pounding surfof Slants, This i a grest spot for
beaches to enjoy magnificent views as you search for whales. The Trail leads Bass Strait. vvaftching for whales. It' alsf I|oer2|ect
4 - : ’ ” 8 A o® or putting on your snorkel an e
you to arange of coastal viewing points where Interpretive signage prowdes . Corinella < ...' ezplorigg th)évastarrayof '...
an insight into the majesty and mystery-of whales and their behaviours. & marine “fo below the *
3 . surface.
Grossard .
WESTERN PORT
This point, in Ventnor, & . HometoPhillipIsland’s ' i l: 8%?: Ca.pt?l'né/,\/""am )
became the site of the lonely gL . largest colony of short -tailed C|>\r/]e o g(ln$9% : |tshc02e;('e
grave of Captain Grossard in Back Beach Rd i shearwaters that fly here Wh istling e COAINEIE dn dmt b eW r lskan
1868 after a tragic accident. . from waters around Alaska Bran c:]g{_ogn tah.ngar hy re?
Watch for whales entering Pyramid— L each year to breed. Look for 'Izal'?‘ s o| aé/. is |.; aI aver;JI ?hr
the bay close to Rock Rd o " albatross and sea eagles pidiite incuding wha'es and the
. . . ] threatened beach-nesting hooded
shore. Phi ||p Island Rd N o soaring above. .
e . plover. Please follow the signage
Pyramid San Remo . ¢ 0 Watch the waves designed to protect them
+«' Rock oo coseessssen, for whales, dolphins during their summer
o Punchbowl oo eee*®’ Seee., and seabirds. To the east breeding season.
g Bass Hwy lies the environmentally and .
Home to great surfand the ¢ o . BASS COAST WHALE Kilcunda ct;!;urally significant Powlett S .
world's largest colony of little : - 3 _ iver estuary, a sanctuary ..' seeett y
penguins that return home to T i for birdlife including the . beeot’
their burrows at sunset. Managed threatgned ighig)s- .‘. LA ’
by Phillip Island Nature Parks, this bellied parrot. - o7 .e° 3&‘(\3v
is also an important breeding, : : BASS STRAIT ot et \’eo“q The site of the discovery
feeding and roosting site for . Wonthagai ot et of Australia’s first dinosaur
short-tailed shearwaters % o 5o T bone, the Cape Paterson Claw
o® O @ arwi i : 5
and hooded plovers. QO o InveyBich Vemgng& > The find was made in 1903 at a
g o e O ay . nearby site in the sedimentary
From these high rocky cliffs Humpbacks have been % ) - .'.. \%i\‘e XYY & roﬁs‘Sbrsliﬁivc\)/rf f;/aeg?g%%Yer
you may see passing whales spotted from this jetty, so "% o & Eagles Nest
and dolphins. Pyramid Rock is a keep a watch out! Also look arers % y <
. basalt outcrop shaped by waves over 5 for bottlenose dolphins CAJ %p
thousands of years. Managed by Phillip BRI oy® which can be seen in the v

Cape Paterson
bay all year round. First Surf

Island Nature Parks, this is an important
breeding, feeding and roosting site
for short-tailed shearwaters, black-
faced cormorants and sooty
oystercatchers.
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% Have you been lucky enough to spot some whales today? What are they doing?

To report sightings and see all the latest recordings - visit our ‘Whale Trail’ page at visitbasscoast.com

Breaching Spy hopping Tail slapping Blow Pec slapping
B I ow patte rns The whale jumps clear  The whale raises its head clear ~ The whale lifts its tail clear of the ~ Whales expel warm air The whale raises one or both
out of the water. This of the water to take a look at water and slaps it on the surface.  through their blowhole pectoral fins out of the water
R may be to communicate its surroundings. You will often  This may be to communicate with such force that it and slaps them on the surface.
Humpback y Killer Whale or perhaps to dislodge  see the upper and lower jaws with other whales, scare prey, condenses in cool airand It may look like waving, but
parasites. as it performs this move. or as a defence. forms a distinctive spray. is more likely communication

and/or play.
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